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Dear Editor, The article entitled "Speech and Language Delay in Children: Prevalence and Risk Factors" was quite illuminating. The article is obviously correct about proper speech being a marker for the development of a child's intellect. The author touched on several factors that were related to speech and language delay with inadequate stimulation from the environmental category being a statistically significant risk factor. Inadequate stimulation is also linked to child neglect, child abuse, or child maltreatment, which are sometimes considered to be synonymous with each other and is in fact a by-product of it. I believe that it would have been beneficial for the authors to mention child neglect as even a subheading of inadequate stimulation and elucidate lightly on the fact that exposure to childhood neglect necessitates interventions that are specific to neglected children. [1] Several studies have found that specialized services related to speech pathology and cooperation of children and adults working together via integration of remediation in the parent-child relationship is of paramount importance to improvement. [2] Different forms of child neglect are prevalent in Indian society and this is of paramount importance as almost half of the population, i.e., approximately 41%, is under the age of 18. [3] As a result, it would have been beneficial to include this under the designation of inadequate stimulation.
In addition, this is of particular relevance to primary care physicians because family physicians are usually the first and extended contact with children throughout their life. Some studies have found that awareness of identifying the disorder and determining the necessary follow-up steps are mostly on the positive side in primary care, while others have found that some family physicians are unaware of reporting protocol and the subsequent personalized therapeutic interventions. [4] As a result, this can hamper a child's future as speech issues secondary to childhood neglect necessitates very particular therapy, as mentioned above, and fixing one without the other can be pernicious to the development of a child's intellect. Another reason indicating the importance of this topic in primary care is that family physicians can implement questionnaires such as the Language Development Survey, Reynell Receptive and Expressive Language Scales and Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaires that have been researched as being successful as a screening tool for language and speech development quite easily in the office setting. This can allow for better rapport with patients as it prevents premature referral to a specialist. [5] Financial support and sponsorship Nil.
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